
German Ships
Not Wanted in
American Navy
Daniels, Back From Europe,

Says Final Disposition
of Surrendered Fleet Is
Still Under Discussion

Has Praise for French

U. S. Programme Not "BlufT
and Will Be Pushed Unless
League Plans Intervene

What disposition the United States
.«.ri11 make of the captured German war-

ships to be turned over to this coun¬

try still remains a problem, according
to Josephus Daniels, Secretary of the
Navy, who arrived at Hoboken yester-
day on the transport Mount Vernon.
after five weeks in Europe. There is
little likelihood that an effort will be
made to remodel them as units for
the American navy, he believes.

Investigation proved, Secretary Dan¬
iels said, that Germany had planned
to make a victorious sweep of the
Xorth Sea, for her ships were heavily
armored and their steamtng radius
correspondingly small. This would
make it a costly procedure to convert

them, he said.
Proposals to sink the ships, Secre¬

tary Daniels said, were in tho majority,
but there was a decided opinion among
others that such disposition would con-

stitute great waste. Admiral Benson
favored the destruction, he said, be¬
cause of its great moral effect.

Will Press Navy Programme
The tendency of some critics of the

Administration to characterize tho
American naval programme as a

"blufT" was answered by the Secretary
with an announcement that it would
be carricd out to the letter.
"The policy of our navy has been

agrecd upon," he said. "It is not a

'blufT and it will be carried out un¬

less the league of nations covenant
ahall give reasons for changes. That
is a matter that cannot be settled im-
mediately. ln case the naval pro¬
gramme as already agreed upon is the
proper course to pursue, I will take
ur all matters pertaining to it with
the new chairmen of the House and
Senate Naval Affairs committees."

Of his tour of investigation the Sec¬
retary said:
"Upon our arrival at Brest we were

received most cordially by Admiral
Moreau, and we had every facility for
the inspection and study of the various
activities of that port, through which
'.he largest number of our troops have
passed. The codperation between
French and American navy officers, ns
well as French and American army
officers, has been all that could be dc-
sired.

Studied' Foreign Ships
"The large arsenal and dockyard

and models of the latest French bat-
tleships were studied and opinions
exchanged between our own and
French naval experts. At Paris, like
conferences were held with M.
Leyeues, Minister of Marines; Admiral
Du-Bon, Chief of Staff of the French
navy, and heads of different bureaus,
and all questions of construction and
naval policy were freely and fully dia-
cussed.

"ln Paris we had the advantage of
having with us Admiral Benson, Chief
of Naval Operations, and naval adviser
to the peace commission.

"In Rome we found cordial welcome
from Admiral Del Bono, Minister of
Marine, and the leaders of tho Italian
navy. Long conferences were held be¬
tween the American and Italian bureau
chiefs. Naval matters, similar to those
taken up with the French Admiralty,
were discussed.
"The party visited large hangars

near Rome where a large .dirigible is
under construction for the United
States, and the large seaplane station
at Venice. Visits were made to
Italian battleships.

"It was a pleasure to meet naval
representatives from China and Japan,
who are, like us, deeply concerned in
promoting a world peace based on

justice.
"Included in the interesting work

we accomplished was the survey made
of the British shipyards and the com-

posite ship Hood, of the English
navy. She has both speed and armor
and is the most modern war vessel
afloat. But the English aro building
no more like her."

Doaghboys Coming Home
The American doughboys who are

now in France are to be shipped home
as apeedily as possible, the Secretary
promised, and by July 1 there will be
no more than 400,000 overscas. After
that, he predicted, these will be re-
leaaed rapidly.
Secretary Daniels waa accompanied

by Rear Admiral Robert F. Grifflin,
chief of the Bureau of Steam Engi-
neering; Davld W. Taylor, chief of
the Bureau of Construction and Re-
pair; Ralph Earle, chief of the Bureau

The
Very Job;

The very job you want
may be advertiaed right
now in the Classified
Advertisementa of to-
day*a Sunday Tribune.
Why not tum t© the help
wanted columns and see?

of Ordnance, and Captain Percy W.
Foote, naval aid to the Secretary.
An accident that threatened for a

time to be 8erioua occurred aa the
Mount Vernon was ateaming up the
bay. The steam yacht Glouceater,
formerly J. P. Morgan's Corsair, had
taken a party down the bay to meet
the Mount Vernon and opposlte Fort
Wadsworth she was rammed by the
quartermaster's boat General Joseph
E. Johnston. A V-shaped hole was

torn in the Glouceater's side and it
was necessary to put her passengers
aboard a tender.

Medal Laden Troops
From Illinois Back;
Get HeartyWelcome
"Always Advanced, Never

Retreated," Gen. Bell Says
of Prairie Division; Gov.
Lov, deii Here to Greet Men

Two of tne most decorated men in
the American fighting forces arrived
at Hoboken yesterday aboard the
transport Mount Vernon, with their
comrades of the 33rd ("Prairie") Divi¬
sion, composed of former National
Guardsmen of Illinois. There were

5,800 troops aboard the ship, the van-

guard of the 33rd's personnel.
The heroes of the division were Cap¬

tain George H. Mallon of Co. E, 132d
Infantry, who lives in Kansas City,
and Sergeant Sidney G. Gumpertz, of
Chicago, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Gus-
tave Gumpertz, of 701 West 178th
Street, this city.

Captain Mallon in civil life was busi-
ness agent of Local 417, United Asso*-
ciation of Plumbers, Steamfitters and
Sprinkler Fitters. He has the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor, a decora-
tion of the Legion of Honor and the
Croix de Guerre, all because on Sep-
tember 26 last he captured a battery of
four German howitzers which were en-

filading his regiment. He started with
iifteen men, but nine were lost before
he reached the enemy.

Captured 40 Germana
Forty Germans were captured by the

captain, and when one ofricer tried to
shoot him he responded with a well-
directed left hook to the point of the
German's jaw.
Gumpertz, who is a sergeant in

Captain Mallon's company, won his
laurels.the Congressional Medal of
Honor, the Croix de Guerre and the
Medal Militaire, highest honor France
bestows on enlisted men.in the same
action.
A machine gun nest was holding up

the 132d advance and Gumpertz with a

corporal went out to "get it." The
corporal was killed, but Gumpertz
killod two gunners and captured four-
teen others. Only forty-five minutes
later the hero and two men started to
silence another machine gun nest. A
shell killed his companions and he
made a detour, stealing up on the
enemy from behind. One shot and a
gunner fcll across the gun, clogging it
so that it could not be used. Sixteen
Germans surrendered

General Bell Pralses Men
The Mount Vernon also brought

Major General George Bell, jr., com¬
mander of the 33d Division, and his
hcadquarters staff. Of his men Gen¬
eral Bell said:
"Wherever our division has rested

on its iourneyings, that have covered
France from west to east and into
Germany, wherever they have come
in contact with the foe, it has been
the verdict of all--'British, French,
Ausralians, and even the Germans.
that the troops from Illinois were in-
deec! men in the best sence of the
word.
"The conduct of the officers and

men of this division, in my opinion, is
unsurpassed by any division in the
army. The 33d has served with the
French, British and American armies,
and has at different times been in five
armies and twelve army corps. From
army commanders it has received un-
stinted praise for the work it has
accomplished. It always advanced,
never retreated."

Illinois gavo her men a splendid
welcome. when they reached this port.
Governor Frank O. Lowden was on
hand with his staff, and others who
were there included:

Roger C. Sullivan, Democratic leader
in the state; United States Senator
Medill McCorraick and Chief of Police
John J. Garrity, of Chicago.
Mayor Thornpson of Chicago was not

at the pier to welcome the troops. It
was reported he was in Atlantic City.

More Jersey Troops
Home on the Floridian
The transport Floridian, in yester¬

day from St. Nazairo with 1,799 offi¬
cers and men, ncarly all frorn New
Jersey, received a weicome equal in
display and noise to the one accorded

\ the Calar/iares, which arrived last week
with the first big unlt of New Jersey
fighters.
The vessel brought home the 113th

Infantry, made up of 28 officers and
1,770 men, in command of Lieut. Col.
Francis D. Ross, of Kansaa City. Four
steamboats, gaudy with an abundance
of buntinp, wero waiting and as she
came through the Narrows tho wel-
coming parties turned on their full-
eat pressure of lung powor. The Grand
Republic, chartered by Hoboken City
authorities. carried 1,500 relatives and
friends of the soldiers. The Musqua-
ton, the Tourist, and the Sea Gate
each had a delegation of welc.omers
aboard. .

2,101,029 Men Have Been
Discharged From Servic*

WASHINGTON, May l/.-Dlschargeafrom the army have reached a total of
2,101,029 officers and men, of whom
109,527 were in commlisioned gradea.Large numbers of temporary officers
are availing themselves of the oppor¬tunity to retatn connection with the
military establishment, 41,920 havlnjj
applied for reserve commiasions and
22,505 for commiaaiona in the regular
army.

Total foreea in France on May IS
were given ofncfaUy to-day aa 948,005
Volontary anllatmente have paased
33,000.

"Star» and Strlpen" to Stop
Publication on June 1.1

PARIS. May 17 (ByThe Aaaociated
Preea).." Stara and Stripea," the of¬
ficial newspaper of the American Ex-
peditlonary Foreea, will auapend pub¬lication on June 18, it waa announced
to-day.
The auepenalon of the newapaperln-dicatea the rapld evacuatlon of th<

American army.

U. S. Army Chiefs "Wink"
At Rhineland Marriages

Springtime Romance Blooms at Coblenz and
American Officers Are Taking 'Brides on

the Sly; Three Wed in ex-Kaiser's Chapel
New York Tribune

Speeial. Cablo Servite
(Copyrlght, 1919. New York Tribune Inc.)
COBLENZ, May 17,.Cupid, who has

been held captive by stern military
regulations here for many months, has
now gone stark, staring rampant, it
was learncd, to-day. At least ten per-
sons have fallen victims to the ro-
mantic Rhine ^ springtime, pierced
through by Cupid's darts.
Under conditions of the greatest

secrecy, three American marriages
have been conducted in the royal
chapel of the Kaiser's palace here,
Chaplain Easterbrook officiating.
The couple who have the distinc-

tion of being the first to be married
in the American area of occupation
in Germany were Miss Blanche Fen-
ton, a Y. M. C. A. worker from Clouces-
ter, Mass., and Captain W. H. Schade,
of the 148th Field Artillery, whose
home is in Denver, Col.
No records are available of the other

contracting parties during the absence
of the chaplain in France on leave.
Chaplain Easterbrook, The Tribune
was informed to-day, holds the rec-
ords in his personal notebook.

Identity Kept Secret
If other chaplains know the iden¬

tity of the spring roinancers, they de-
f clined to admit it to-day. However,
The Tribune correspondent is informed
that other weddings are in processof arrangement, and at least three
will be negotiated before the week
ends.
The romancers are told by the chap-lains that the nuptials must be con-

ducted with the greatest secrecy. The
reason is this: Many weeks ago appli-cations for marriage between Ameri-
can officers and young women con-
nected with auxiliary organizations
here were banned' by army officials
after mature reflection.

Ifr was feared that an cpidemic of
such romances might develop to the
detriment of the serious duties of the
contracting parties. Though the rule
still holds technically, the lovelorn
ones are now in position to wink at
the rules and go ahead with the mar-
riages, although the injunction against

356 More Names
Addeci to Casualty
Lisls by Pershing

37 More Deaths Recorded
in A. E. F.; Grand Total
for Army Abroad Now
Has Reached 294,736

WASHIN'GTON, May 17..General
Pershing's daily report of casualties in
the American expeditionary forces to-
day added 356 names to the list, mak-
ing the total of casualties in the armyand Marine Corps to date 291,736.
Army and Marine Casualties to Date

Reported
v;ii a ¦ *¦ Ma>" )T- Total-nilled in action. 2 35 083Died of wounds, nccidents and

disease and \oit nt sea. .",", 11 <iyiWounded . 31;, i>86!u03MlBsing . c 5C8In hands of enemy. .>;,Prisoners released and returned 4,501
TotaI . 356 2~9 1,736
To-day's list was divided as followsi
Killed in action, 2; died of wounds,

.i; died of accident and other causes!
14; died of disease, 17; wounded se-
verely, 44; wounded (degree undcter-
mined), 45; wounded slightly, 230.
NEW YORK CITY AND VICINITY
Following are the name3 from Xew

York City and vicinity:
Died of Wounds

BROWN, Private Davld A., Newark. N. J.
Wounded (Degree Undetermined)
BARTNICK, Sergeant Benjamln, Liberty,
BEYER, Corporal William T.. Baldwin,
'oiUDICE. Private Frank, 38 BroomeStreet, New ^ork.
JNGLESE. Private Ernest, Garwood N ,J1KELAND. Private Walter C, Williams-town, N. J.
JOHMANNE, Private Emil. Long Isk.ndCity.
MULLINS, Private Fergus P.. 68 Lexing¬ton Avenue, New York.
THATCHER, Private Raymond D., Pillms-burg. N. J.
ZAJAC. Private Joscph, 265 Lincoln Ave¬

nue, Utica, N. Y.
^Wounded Severcly

MORTON, Corporal Howard R., Laurel
Hill. N. Y.
GAVIN. Private Joseph F., 39G St. MarU's

Avenue, Brooklyn.
G1HB, Private John V... Glen Cove. N Y
HANN1GAN. Private Edward, 307 East

Seventy-sixth Street, New York.
HUNT. Private Joseph J., 50 Hard Ave-

nue, Trenton, N. J.
KESSLER. Private Loub, 54 Walton

Street, Brooklyn.
TARBELL, Private Leslie F., Rushford,N. Y.

Wounded SHghtly
HORNING. Lieutenant Clarence E Pen-

nellville, N. Y.
YOUNG, Lieutenant Donald, 05 Wall

Street, New York.
HALLQU1ST, Sergeant Fred, Coruna,

N. Y.
HARLOW, Sergeant St. Clair A 24

W«t 136th Street. New York.
WHITING, Sergeant Oscar L, 26 North

Church Street. Cortland. N. Y.
GORLISS, Corporal Richard J., 521 Pall-

aade Avenue, West New York, N. J.
CLEM1SHIRK. Corporal Vere W.. Davids

Road. HcheneeUdy, N. Y.
GRTESI, Corporal Allred, 524 East Six-

leenth Street, New York City.
HAYES. Wagoner Charles, Senrca FaJls.

N. Y.
DAI.Y, Private William J., 1779 Brooklyn

Avenue, Brooklyn.
GIUSEPPE. Private Borello. 710 Page

Street, Sehenectedy. N. Y.
GRAUER. Private IajuIs, 128 Giatton

Street. Brooklyn.
HAMERSCHLAG. Private Harry. 1510

DeKalb Avenue, Brooklyn.
HOPK1NS, Private Elvin, New Egypl

N. J.
KIRCH. Private Purley, 42 Garden Street,Perry, N. Y.
BIX5CK, Private Jack, 982 Rogera Place,

Apartment 2. New York City.
GROSBY. Private- Clarenee Aluon. Sack-

«tt» Iiarbor. N. Y.
(JIUDICE. Private Frank, 3S Broome

Street, New York Gity.
GOLDBERG. Prlvato Morrla, 166 Hlgh-larid Building, Brooklyn.
GROENING. Private Andrew, Woterloo,
HOLCOMB, Private Gllntor. H., Poland.
HORAK. Private Vlncent J., 806 Laurie

Street. Perth Amboy. N. J.
JEWETT, Private Georg. J., Malono.Ne Y.
KELLEY. Private Edward. Ktngs Park.
RETH, Private Joaeph J., 30 Orien* Ave>

nue. Brooklyn.
SCERBO, Privae Samuel. 21S BoontenRoad. Bootiton, N. J.

^STEVENS. Private Everett J.. Edml.ten.
VIE1/OCK, Private Adam J.. 218 Va»-»«Iler Avenne, Bound Brook. N. J.ZEKOWSKI, Private Tony. 424 Chaunceyfltreet, Brooklyn.

wedding bells ls still stern. "Get mar-

ried, but don't advertise it," is the word
passed around by the powers that be.
"We won't know about it officlally."

Would Marry, Anyhow
"You might just as well try to keep

the spring sap down in the Rhineland
trees as to prevent these marriages,"
said a romantic old army officer to-day.
"They would get married somehow.
You can't stop the wind from blow-
injr."
The contracting parties, it is under-

stood, first must. observe the German
marriage laws for the preliminaries,
although the ceremony be performed by
an American preacher in khaki. They
are, therefore, married under the law,
becauso they are on German soil. If
they desire remarriage on American
soil, this is possible, although the mar¬

riage is legal and binding here.
A strict army law prevents the mar¬

riage of nurses in the service of the
country abroad. This possibly is ac-
countable for the joy of 186 girls in
blue who left Coblenz for America yes¬
terday. There will be more chance *at
home.

Y. M. C. A. Entertainers Wed
That the wedding spirit is rampant

also in France is indicated by the ar¬
rival here a few days ago of an army
road show conducted by American offi¬
cers. It was admitted reluctantly here
that the Y. M. G. A. entertainers were
for the most part married to their con-
ductors. These marriages took place
in France.
Orders issued in Paris that no more

women welfare workers would be al-
lowed to come into the oceupied area
in Germany may have had a bearing
on Cupid's depredations here. How¬
ever, there are hundrcds of marriage-
able young women still in the area,
and with thousands of very marriage-
able young officers it is safe to say
that springtime, moonlight nights and
romancing weather generally will have
its effect as soon as the word spreads
that weddings in Germany now are
possible, even without the wedding
bells. Thus far it is not generally
known.

QUIGLEY, Privale John .1., 118 South
Union Street, Rochester, N. Y.
ROLNECK, Private Isaac. Bay Shorc,2n Y.
SHOWALTER, Privato Gilbert, r'T,

North Thlrty-second Street. Camden, N. ,1.
SHRADER, Private Charles A., 1S Linden

Avenue, Flushinsr, N. Y.
STEIN, Private Fred, 402 Grand Street,Hoboken, N. J.

Missing in Action
UNFER, Corporal William, jr., 1700 Put-

n.im Avenuo. Brooklyn.
BEERY. Private Wlliam F., 96 Broad

Strent. Keyport, X. ,T.
BERLIN, Private John F., Stuyvesant,

CURRENT CASUALTIES
Died of Accident an.i Other Causes
MORAN, Lieutenant John J.. ParishvilleN. Y.

CHANGES LN STATUS
The following eabled correotions are is¬

sued as an appendix to the regular easualtylistsl-

Wounded (Degree Indertermined, Pre-
viously Reported Wounded Soverely)
HEALY, Corporal James J., 343 East195th Street, Fordham, N. Y.

Killed in Acjion, I'rfviously Reported
Missing in Action

ORLANDO, Private Salvatore, Retsof,

Died, Previously Reported Missing in
Act ion

KLENKE Private Fred C. 737 GardenStreet, Hoboken, N. J.
Wounded (Degree I'ndertermincd, Pre-

vioaly Reported Missing in Action)
WENDEL, Private EUward J., II WhiteStreet, Fredonia, N. Y.

Returned to Duty, Previously Reported
Missing in Action

CIRITO Vinoent, 321 Twelfth Street,Niagara 1-alls. N V

Asbiiry Park Soldiers
Refuse City's Invitation

Decline to Attend Luncheon or
Parade Because of No Trans-

portation From Camp
ASBURY PARK, N. J., May 17. As-

bury Park members of Company E, of
the 114th Infantry, 29th Division, "re¬
fused to-day to be the city's guests at
a luncheon because, they said, the cityhad not provided proper automobile
transportation for them from Camp Dix
home yesterday.
The men were formerly members of

a local National Guard company, and
fought in the Argonne. City officials
tried without success to conciliate the
men. Nor would they participate in a
parade of soldiers of Monmouth Countyin connection with a county May dayfete this afternoon.

Transport Slowness
Protects America

WASHINGTON, May 17. General
March, chlef of staff of the army, an-
nounced to-day that experiencc in troop
transport during the war had shown
that estimates made by the War De-
partrnent in 1915 as to the possibilityof a foreign nation landing troops in
the United States were entirely to'o
high.
These estimates, General March said,included 387,000 men in sixteen days',by Germany; 404,0000 by France in the

same time; 180,000 by Austria, and 23S
000 by Japan. These were based on 'a
cale.ulation of a transport making a
round trip overy thirty days, whereas
experienee proved that thirty-five days
were required for even the very fastestof the transports and seventy days for
cargo ships.

Scholarships for 27th Men
Mental aa well as physical trainingwill be a feature of the experiment inthe training of young men to be carried

on under the dircction of Major Gen¬
eral O'Ryan at Junior Plattaburg Campthis summer. This was announced yes¬terday by General O'Ryan at his office
m the Municipal Building, where plansfor the summer's work on the shoresof Lake Champlain are being mappedout.
General O'Ryan announced that ter.scholarships for young men of the27th Division will be Kiven for tho

course. They will be selected frnni
among those who at the time of their
entry into tho service were attendintfhigh schools or collegea.

Labor Cliiefs Denv
Concerted Plan to

Oppose State Guard

Frayne and MorrisonDeclare
Unions Want Militia Free
From Control by Interests;
Recruiting Not Hampered

Charges made at the state conven-
tlon of the National Guard Association
that labor unions were fdrbidding
their members to take the *oath Of
allegiance to the Federal government
by joining the federalized national
guard, were denied yesterday by labor
leaders attending the conference of
the American Federation of Labor.
Hugh Frayne, organizer for the as-

sociation, disclaimed any knowledge of
opposition to joining the National
Guard. Frank Morrison, secretary of
the Federation, defincd the attitude of
organized labor by quoting the fol-
lowing from the platform of the 1916
convention of the Federation in Balti-
more:

"A citizen soldiery suppliea what
would otherwise take its place, a large
standing army.to which we are un-

alterably opposed as tending to estab-
lish militarism in all of its phases.
The history of every nation demon-
strates that as standin«; armies are en-

larged the rule of democracy is les-
sened or cxtinguished. Our experience
has been that even thi3 citizen sol-
diery, the militia of our several states,
has given cause for gravest appre-
hension. At times their ranks have
been recruited from professional thugs,
criminals and employes of corporations
involved in conflict with workmen who
are endeavoring to protect their rights
and interests and elevate their stand-
ards of living.
"During industrial disputes the mi¬

litia has been called upon to support
the authority of those who have de-
sired to enforce martial law, while the
courts were open and civil authorities
competent to maintain the supremacy
of ciyil law.

"VVe declare that the militia of our
several states should be organized and
controlled by the democratic institu-
tions of our country, so that this volun-
tary force of citizen soldiery may
never be diverted from its true purpose
to be used to jeopardize or infringe
upon the liberties of our people.
"The right to bear arms is a funda-

mental principle of our government,
and a principle regarded at all times
by free people as essential to the
maintenance of their liberties and in-
stitutions. We demand that this right
shall remain inviolate."

Captain Hall, commanding Company
A of the 1st Battalion of the 71st New
York Guard, said yesterday that no in-
stances had come to his attention
where men had been discouraged from
joining the guard. He was of the opin-
ion that the six cases cited by Captain
Thomaa Downs, of the 47th Regiment,
Brooklyn, rcpresented local conditions
in that borough, rather than any gen-
cral tendency.

Speeding Cruiser Brings
60-Foot Whale Into Port

SAN FRANCISCO, May 15..Speed
of the protected cruiser Marbfehead,
steaming here from San Diego, was
mysteriously impeded last night off
Pigoon Point. Investigation by search-
light showed a sixty-foot whale on the
cruiser's bow ram. It was towed into
port and Commander Charles P. Huff
said it would be placed on sale for
$300, which amount has beer. needed
by the crew for an entertainment to
be given soon.

-..-.-

$100,000 Hospital To Be
iYJemorial of Mrs. Pershing

GHEYENNE, Wyo., May 15..City
officials announced to-day plans for
construction of a $100,000 hospital to
be known as Frances Warren Pershing
Hospital. United States Senator F. E,
Warren gave $25,000, the city con-
tributing the remaindcr,
The hospital will be named in honor

of Senator Warren's daughter, wife of
(leneral John J. Persning, who died in
a tire at the Presidio, San Francisco,
in 1915.

Copyrlght, Underwood ft Underwood
-Miss Helen Colley, who was attached to the "Over There" Theatre

League.Y. M. C. A..returned from France on board the S. S. Espagne,
wearing a shawl with some of the insignias of the forty divisions which
she entertained abroad. Miss Colley is from Philadelphia.

Co. L Platoon of
310th Wins A. E. F.
Musketry Trophy

Lieut. Hitchcock's Troops
Solve Combat Problem
and Vanquish "Enemy"
With a Withering Fire

LE MANS, France, May 16..Second
Lieutenant W. A. Hitchcock, of Wal-
tham, Mass., led the second platoon of
Company L, 310th Infantry, to a brill-
iant victory in the battle efficiency com-

petition on D'Avours range to-day,
winning the American Expeditionary
Force platoon musketry trophy.

ln a thrilling combat problem the
78th Division men nut up a show that
was the nearest thing to real warfare
that has been witnessed in France
since \Tovember 11. While the competi-
tion statistical bureau had not up to n
late hour to-night issued the official
standing of the eleven competing pla-
toons, Brigerndier General Harold B.
Fiske, of the Headquarters Staff, stated
there could be no question as to the
winner.
The second and third platoons were

so close that the winners of these posi-
tions will not be known until the offi¬
cial ligures are announced.

Solved Problem in Half Hour
Lieutenant. Hitchcock's platoon worked

out the combat problem assigned it
in thirty-three minutos. In addition
to the cup which goes to the winning
platoon, each of its members will re-
ceive a medal. The medals will be
presented Saturday in the presence of
General Pershing.
The winning platoon was the last to

compete. Going over the top they
smashed forward and within three min-
utes after the platoon's scouts had en-

gaged the "enemy" a signal ilag showed
that the attackers had a superiority
over the enemy.
The same information had been giv¬

en all the competitors. The "enemy"
was retiring, leaving small squads and

machine gun posts to delay the advance
of pursuers. A counter attack might
be expected at any moment. An ad¬
vance of 1,500 metres was required,
after which the attacking forces would
halt, dig in and consolidate.

Lifelike silhouettes, mechanically
Dontrolled, represented the enemy ma¬
chine guns. Signal flags indicated
which side had superiority of fire, from
minute to minute.
When the "enemy" infantry opened,

Lieutenant Hitchcock's scouts got the
range and outlined the target with
tracer bullets. The lieutenant threw
his second wave into the firing line and
smothered the "enemy" fire. By a
"ombination of fire and skilfully exe-
cuted platoon movement his men
worked to within fifty yards of the
"enemy" positions and had fixed bayo-
nets to charge when a white flag de-
noted surrender of the enemy line. It
had been taken in thirteen minutes, or
iess than haif the average time of the
other contestants.

Reorganizing in the captured posi-
tions, the platoon continued its ad¬
vance, and encountered a machine gun.
Within ten minutes the gun was under
a deadly crossiire. Under cover of this
fire the centre advanced, but before it
had closed with the enemy the umpires
decided from the riddled state of the
silhouettes that the objective had been
taken.
The platoon halted and began to con¬

solidate. An instant later a heavy
machine gun barrange, presaging an

impending counter attack by a moving
group of targets, disclosed an enemy
attempt to cnvelope the fiank of the at¬
tacking force. The automotic rifles
of Lieutenant Hitchcock's platoon
opened on the advancing enemy and
two squads of riflemen in echelon to
the rear moved forward to meet the at¬
tack. For a minute and a half the
automatic rifles sprayed the advancing
figures, and then a bugle announced
that the problem was over.

Two Killed in Seaplane
Fall at Pensacola ,Fla.

PENSACOLA, Fla., May 17..Ensign
F. M. Fowler, of Salem, Mass., and
Chief Quartermaster Eyar were killed
here to-day in the fall of a seaplane
into Pensacola Bay. The 'plane was
wrecked.

77th Advanced
Furthest of Any

U. S. Division
Made More Than 9 Per

Cent of Entire Gain Cred-
ited to American Forces,
General March Announces

New York Tribun*\Ya*hington BureauWASHIXGTON. May 17..Over 9 percent of the entire advance of theAmerican forces against Germanv wasmade by the 77th Division, New York's
own, Chief of Staff March announcedto-day in giving details of the frontline activities of United States troops.The 77th Division advanced 77.5kilometres, equalling 9.14 per cent ofthe entire advance movement of theAmericans agrtinst the enemy. The2d Division of Regulars. with which the5th and 6th Regiments of Marines
were cooperating, covered 60 kilo¬
metres, the next greatest distance for-
ward, and the 42d, or Rainbow, Divi¬
sion, of which the old 69th, New York
National Guard, was a part, made the
third greatest advance, 55 kilometres.
The 1st, 89th and 3d Divisions came
next and comprised the American or-
ganizations, which advanced mere than
o per cent of the entire American for-
ward movement.
"The 77th Division," General March

said, "was organized in New York City
nnd recently has come back uncn>r
General Alexander. The records show
that the 77th made its greatest ad¬
vance on the Vesle and in the Argonne
Meuse battle, going through the Ar¬
gonne Forest for a distanco of 60 kilo¬
metres from September 26 to Novetn-
ber 11. The 42d Division is the Rain¬
bow Division, which you all know, and
it was commanded while abroad largely
by General Menoher. The 2d, lat and
3d Divisions are regular army divi¬
sions. The 89th Division waa raised in
Kansas, Misaouri and Colorado, and
was commanded during moat of its
advance in France by Major General
William M. Wright"
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Costa Rica, Denied Part
In League, Backs Tinoco

Dr. Lara Says Nation Now Is
United Behind the President

to Prevent Invasion
WASHINGTON, May 15..Dr. Carlos

Lara, confidential agent of Costa Rica
in Washington and former Minister of
Foreign Affairs, made this atatement
to-night:

"I wish to state in a most emphatic
and absolute manner that the exclusion
of Costa Rica from the league of na-

tions, instead of diminishing the senti-
ment of the Costa Ricans in favor of
the government of Mr. Tinoco, has in-
flamed and united all the people with
him, and they have again unanimously
offered him their unconditional aup-
port.
"The government of Costa Rica is

perfectly legitimate and is the result
of the free and spontaneous will of the
people (f the nation. In the elections
there was no abuses against. law and
order, 110 use of force of any kind, nor
was it an influenco used from the out-
side that gave its origin to the actual
government presided over by Mr. Ti¬
noco.

"I insist ln statlng that the invasion
against my country has been and is
protected and stimulated by the gov¬
ernment of Chamorro of N'icaragua,
who now wishes to ignore these facts
and pretends, like Pilate, to wash his
hands."

Brazilian Paper Comments
On Transfer of Debts

RIO DE JANEIRO, May 17..Interest
continues here in the proposal to trans¬
fer the Brazilian debts held by the
Allied powers to the United Siute*.
"The Correio da Manha," one of the
leading journals. commented editorial-
ly on the subject to-day for the first
time. The paper said that it could see
no difference whether Brazil is in-
debted to Great Britain and France or

to the United States. It criticised for¬
mer Brazilian governments for their
methods in shouldering such debts.
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